
Straight Bananas
HND Business Studies

This assignment will enable you to:

• Investigate the main external market factors which may influence
the organisation

• Explore the significance of the European dimension for UK-based
organisations

This assignment must be handed in
for marking by:
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Task

The European Market is forcing a fundamental
restructuring of many industries in the member
states. Many industries are becoming genuinely
European. Identify two industries, one in the
service sector and one in the manufacturing or
primary sector e.g. financial services and car
manufacturing. Analyse the restructuring of these
two industries that has occurred in the past few
years or is in process or planned, and then
compare the pressures at work that have caused or
affected this process in the industries identified,
including reference to main competitors.

Your analysis should consider both the internal aspects e.g. cost structures and
technological development as they relate to the competitive position of the business,
and the external aspects e.g. the consumer and the social and political context.
Reference should be made to the effects of the institutional and political structures
and developments in Europe, particularly the single currency and the possibility of
enlargement.

You may use your own business as part of this analysis but ensure that it is relevant
and allows fulfillment of the assessment criteria. Please consult your tutor if
necessary.

Your report should include around 900 -1,000 words on each industry chosen and a
further 500 -700 words of introduction and conclusion
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In order to achieve a Pass for this assignment.

The student has explained the different market structures. The student has used
three different examples to illustrate the relationship between market forces and
organisational responses. The student has explained the possible ways that an
organisation may gain competitive advantage.

The student explained the features of the European Union. The student has
identified two EU policies and analysed the impact on a UK-based organisation. The
student has analysed the arguments for and against UK entry into Economic and
Monetary Union. The student has analysed the challenges and opportunities to UK
businesses of enlargement of EU member states.

In order to achieve a Merit for this assignment.

The student has explained the different market structures using some examples
from real-life. The student has used three different examples to illustrate in some
detail the relationship between market forces and organisational responses. The
student has explained the possible ways that an organisation may gain competitive
advantage, illustrating their response with real-life examples.

The student explained the features of the European Union in some detail. The
student has identified two EU policies and analysed to some depth the impact on a
UK-based organisation. The student has analysed in detail the arguments for and
against UK entry into Economic and Monetary Union. The student has analysed the
challenges and opportunities to UK businesses of enlargement of EU member states
and has illustrated this with real-life examples.

In order to achieve a Distinction for this assignment.

The student has explained in detail the different market structures using relevant
examples from real-life. The student has used three different examples to illustrate
in detail the relationship between market forces and organisational responses. The
student has explained the possible ways  in depth that an organisation may gain
competitive advantage, illustrating their response with real-life examples.

The student explained the features of the European Union in some depth. The
student has identified two EU policies and analysed in depth the impact on a
UK-based organisation. The student has analysed in detail the arguments for and
against UK entry into Economic and Monetary Union illustrating their response with
real-life examples. The student has analysed the challenges and opportunities to
specific UK businesses of enlargement of EU member states and has illustrated this
with real-life examples.

UNIT 4 - STRAIGHT BANANAS

PAGE 3



108N
o

.

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

e 
in

 W
rit

in
g

R
ec

ei
ve

 a
nd

 R
es

po
nd

 t
o

a 
va

rie
ty

 o
f 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n

D
es

cr
ip

ti
o

n

O
u

tc
o

m
e

Co
rr

ec
t 

so
ur

ce
s 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
co

ns
ul

te
d,

 e
va

lu
at

ed
 a

nd
 in

te
rp

re
te

d 
ap

pr
op

ria
te

 t
o 

th
e

ta
sk

 o
r 

si
tu

at
io

n 
id

en
tif

ie
d

W
rit

te
n 

m
ed

iu
m

 s
el

ec
te

d 
re

le
va

nt
 t

o 
in

te
nd

ed
 u

se
/a

ud
ie

nc
e

M
es

sa
ge

 c
om

m
un

ic
at

ed
 e

ff
ec

tiv
el

y

Cl
ar

ifi
ca

tio
n 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
gi

ve
n/

so
ug

ht
 b

y 
lis

te
ni

ng
 a

nd
 a

sk
in

g/
an

sw
er

in
g 

qu
es

tio
ns

Ap
pr

op
ria

te
 s

ou
rc

es
 a

nd
 s

up
po

rt
in

g 
m

at
er

ia
l i

de
nt

ifi
ed

. 
se

le
ct

ed
 a

nd
 o

rg
an

is
ed

R
el

ev
an

t 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
an

al
ys

ed
, 
ev

al
ua

te
d 

an
d 

su
m

m
ar

is
ed

ap
pr

op
ria

te
 m

et
ho

d 
of

 r
es

po
ns

e 
id

en
tif

ie
d 

an
d 

us
ed

 e
ff

ec
tiv

el
y 

an
d 

se
ns

iti
ve

ly
 w

ith
in

id
en

tif
ie

d 
tim

e 
sc

al
es

P
er

fo
rm

an
ce

 C
ri

te
ri

a

gi
ve

n 
fo

un
d 

re
se

ar
ch

ed
re

po
rt

s 
pl

an
s 

no
te

s 
tu

to
r

pe
op

le
 f

am
ili

ar
 w

ith
su

bj
ec

t

te
xt

 d
ia

gr
am

m
at

ic
 o

ra
l

cl
ea

r 
am

bi
gu

ou
s

in
co

m
pl

et
eR
an

g
e

G
ra

d
e

UNIT 4 - STRAIGHT BANANAS

PAGE 4



Organisations, Competition and Environment
Unit 4 - Assignment Two

Overall

The student has analysed
the challenges and
opportunities to UK
businesses of enlargement
of EU member states.

The student has analysed
the arguments for and
against UK entry into
Economic and Monetary
Union. 

The student has identified
two EU policies and
analysed the impact on a
UK-based organisation. 

The student explained the
features of the European
Union.

Outcome 4 - Explore the significance of the European dimension for UK-based
organisations

The student has explained
the possible ways that an
organisation may gain
competitive advantage.

The student has used
three different examples to
illustrate the relationship
between market forces and
organisational responses.

The student has explained
the different market
structures.

CommentsAssessment Criteria

Outcome 3 - Investigate the main external market factors which may influence the
organisation

 
IV

 
Signed

Grade
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